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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
It is often argued that the U.S. invaded Iraq because of oil. How long has oil been central to the American 
(and Western European) imagination of the Middle East? How have Middle Easterners viewed foreign 
economic involvement and intervention? In contrast, how have political and social movements across that 
region conceptualized the proper path of economic and political development? This cross-disciplinary course 
will investigate the modern Middle East both in terms of Euroamerican imperial imaginations and of the 
developmental visions arising from the region itself. We will find these imaginations/visions in travel writing, 
novels, and films, as well as C.I.A. documents and development initiatives.  We will contextualize these 
perceptions with readings in cultural theory, politics, economics, and foreign policy. 
 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

 ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: This course is a discussion-based seminar; your  
preparation and participation is crucial to its success. Plan to attend all class  
meetings, and come to class prepared to discuss the week’s assigned readings.  

SHORT ESSAYS: These writing assignments, 2-3 pages (double-spaced) in length, will help  
you to engage more closely with class readings and to build and strengthen your  
writing and analytical skills. Your essays should address the current week’s reading; you are 
encouraged to submit rewritten essays to your final portfolio. You must complete 8 essays 
over the course of the semester, which you should print and bring to class. 

RESEARCH ESSAY: The major assignment of the semester is a substantial independent  
research essay of 12-15 pages for which you will prepare a proposal/annotated  
bibliography, a literature review/draft, and a final version. The due dates for the  
essay are in the schedule below, and more details on this assignment will be  
forthcoming.  

 SELF-EVALUATION: You are required to write a final self-evaluation of your performance 
in the course, posted to The Hub. 

 



 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

ATTENDANCE: We expect you to attend all scheduled class meetings. If you miss more  
than one class meeting you will not receive an evaluation for the course. We  
will not “excuse” absences; please save your one absence for emergencies, religious  
observance, or illness. Three tardy arrivals (more than five minutes late) will count as  
absence. If you know you are going to miss a class, get in touch with us as soon as  
possible. If you have already missed a class, it is your responsibility to contact us, the  
TAs, or another student and find out what you missed. 

 READINGS: You should always bring the scheduled texts to class with you. You are  
responsible for printing out reading assignments that are posted on the course website. You 
should read all assigned texts closely and actively, and doing so will probably mean marking 
up the text or taking notes in a separate notebook. We encourage you to jot down questions 
and thoughts while you read and bring these notes to class.  

TAKING NOTES: In addition to the assigned readings, you should have a notebook for taking  
notes —in and out of class. You will want to have a place to write down questions and ideas 
that arise in class, take notes on your reading, and brainstorm for essays and other writing 
assignments. You should also have a folder or (even better) a three-ring binder to hold 
course readings, handouts, and your work. 

DUE DATES: We expect you to turn in assignments on time. If you are concerned that you  
will not be able to make a due date, contact both of us in advance, and we may  
negotiate an extension. We will not grant extensions the day the assignment is due 
after a due date has passed, and late work will be noted unhappily in your evaluation. We 
expect you to submit assignments on time (submitting them via email or in our mailboxes) 
even when you have missed class. 

LAPTOPS & ELECTRONIC DISTRACTIONS: Just like at the movie theater, we ask that you  
turn off all electronic devices when you come to class. We do not allow laptop use  
in class.   

 

OTHER INFORMATION 

COURSE WEBSITE: This syllabus is available in electronic form on our course website,  
which you can access via the library website, or directly at https://moodle.hampshire.edu.  
Also, this website is where we will post prompts for both the short weekly essays and the 
longer essay assignments. We will periodically post articles, links, and other course materials 
to the website.  

WRITING CENTER: We encourage you to take advantage of the faculty in the Writing  
Center (Deb Gorlin: dfgWP@hampshire.edu or x5531; Will Ryan:  
wjrWP@hampshire.edu or x5646, offices located in Greenwich) for help with  
writing and revising your essays.  

LIBRARY: We will be meeting with the Cultural Studies and Humanities librarian Bonnie  
Vigeland and Social Science librarian Dan Schnurr during the semester, but we  
encourage you to send research questions their way at any point (Bonnie Vigeland:  
x5649; bvigeland@hampshire.edu; Dan Schnurr: x5704; dschnurr@hampshire.edu).  

DISABILITY SERVICES: If you have a disability that might affect your ability to meet the  
expectations of this course, we strongly encourage you to register yourself with Disability 
Services Disabilities may include, but are not limited to, sensory impairments, mobility 
impairments, chronic illnesses, learning disabilities, attention deficit disorders, and 



psychological disabilities. You can reach Joel Dansky, Disabilities Services Coordinator, at 
x5423 or jdansky@hampshire.edu. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: We expect you to submit your own work, with any sources and  
  collaborators (including fellow students!) accurately cited. We will not tolerate  

plagiarism. For details on Hampshire College’s Ethics of Scholarship, see 
 http://www.hampshire.edu/casa/9063.htm.  

 
 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM US 

You may expect that we will come to class prepared and on time, that we will assign a reasonable (if 
rigorous) amount of reading, that we will give you sufficient time to complete assignments, and that 
we will give timely feedback on submitted work. Our schedule is somewhat subject to change; 
however, you can also expect that we will not be changing the schedule heedlessly over the semester. 
You may expect that we will make ourselves available via email and during weekly office hours to 
discuss anything related to the course. 

 
 
COURSE MATERIALS  

Required books (available at Food for Thought Books, 106 N. Pleasant St., Amherst Center) 

McAlister, Melani. Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, & U.S. Interests in the Middle East   
since 1945. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005 edition.  

 Munif, Abdelrahman. Cities of Salt. Translated by Peter Theroux. New York: Vintage,  
1989.  

 Vitalis, Robert. America’s Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier. New York:  
Verso, 2009 edition.  

Recommended books (available in limited quantities at Food for Thought): 

 Gelvin, James L. The Modern Middle East: a History. New York: Oxford UP, 2008. 
  A crucial supplement if you have spotty (or nonexistent) knowledge of the region’s history.  

Booth, Wayne et al. The Craft of Research. Any edition.  
 An excellent, well-written guide to doing research and writing it up—in any field, and at any level.  

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. Any edition.  
 A highly useful writing reference that has sections on usage and grammar, writing style, and citation  

(including the conventions of Chicago/APA style and MLA style). Both The Craft of  
Research and A Writer’s Reference will be useful in this class and beyond. Hacker’s book is  
pricy, however; we encourage you to pick up a used copy of it—or a comparable reference guide.  

  
Other readings and materials: 

All other materials are available on the course website; readings are in PDF form. We highly 
recommend that you put all course readings on a flash drive and take it to the Duplications Center 
(one floor down from the library) or a copy shop (we recommend Collective Copies in Amherst and 
Paradise Copies in Northampton) for printing. Get the PDFs 3-hole punched and stick them in a 
binder—you will have a course reader for the semester, printed for less than you would pay for ink 
for your personal printer, and you will not have to make excuses for not having the readings in class.  

 
  



SCHEDULE 
Readings should be completed for the date they appear on the calendar.  

INTRODUCTION: WORLD-SYSTEMS ANALYSIS/HISTORY OF OIL IN MIDDLE EAST 
 
Sept. 8  Immanuel Wallerstein, “To Start: Understanding the World in which We Live,”  

“Historical Origins of World-Systems Analysis: From Social Science Disciplines to 
Historical Social Science,” and “The Modern World-System as Capitalist World-
Economy: Production, Surplus-Value, and Polarization” 

Rashid Khalidi, “The Middle East: Geostrategy and Oil” 
Recommended: James L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East: A History 

 
CASE STUDY 1: WWI & BREAKUP OF OTTOMAN EMPIRE  
 
Sept. 15 The Formation of Greater Syria 

“Recommendations of the King-Crane Commission 1919”  
“The Sykes-Picot Agreement 1916”  
“The McMahon Letter 1915”  
“The Balfour Declaration 1917”  
Philip Khoury, “Urban notables and Arab Nationalism: the politics of Damascus 1860- 

1920.” 
James L. Gelvin, “The Ironic Legacy of the King-Crane Commission,” and  

“Demonstrating Communities in Post-Ottoman Syria”  
 Rashid Khalidi, “Ottomanism and Arabism in Syria Before 1914: A Reassessment”  

Sept. 22  Lawrence of Arabia: Imperialism and Orientalism 
T. E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom, selections 

  Edward Said, “Orientalism” 
Joel Hodson, “Lowell Thomas, T.E. Lawrence, and the Creation of a  

Legend” 
Optional: Irving Howe, “T.E. Lawrence: The Problem of Heroism”  

Sept. 29  Savages and Sheiks: U.S. Orientalism 
The Sheik, 1921, directed by George Melford (available from archive.org) 

  Melani McAlister, “Introduction: Middle East Interests,” in Epic Encounters 
  Benedict Anderson, “Introduction” from Imagined Communities 
  Peter Hitchcock, “Oil in an American Imaginary” 
  Recommended: Reel Bad Arabs (available on Google Video) 
   
CASE STUDY 2: SAUDI ARABIA AND U.S. 

Oct. 6  Abdelrahman Munif, Cities of Salt, ch. 1-29 (pp. 1-205) 
Amitav Ghosh, “Petrofiction: The Novel and the Oil Encounter” 
Sabry Hafez, “An Arabian Master” (recommended)    

Oct. 13  Cities of Salt, Ch. 30-61 (pp. 206-417) 
  Robert Vitalis, America’s Kingdom, Forewords, ch. 1-4 

Oct. 20  Cities of Salt, ch. 62-77 (pp. 419-627) 
  Vitalis, America’s Kingdom, ch. 5-7 

Oct. 27  Select CIA documents  
  Vitalis, America’s Kingdom, Ch. 8 & “Afterword” 
  Vijay Prashad, “Introduction,” “Buenos Aires,” “Bandung”  



Nov. 3  Library session – Advising Day (details TBA) 
 
 
CASE STUDY 3: ARAB NATIONALISM 

Nov. 10  Containing Arab Nationalism 
Salim Yaqub, Introduction and Ch. 1, 2, 5-8 in Containing Arab Nationalism 
Conference of Middle East Chiefs of Mission Feb. 14-21, 1951 
McAlister, Ch. 1, “ ‘Benevolent Supremacy’: The Biblical Epic at the Dawn of the  

American Century, 1947-60”; and Ch. 2, “The Middle East in African  
American Cultural Politics, 1955-1972” in Epic Encounters 

  Select CIA documents on Nasser and Israel 
  Proposa l  and Annota ted  Bib l iography due  in  c lass  

Nov. 17  Civilizational Anxieties and the Drive to Modernization  
Alan Richards and John Waterbury, “Framework of the Study” from Political Economy  

of the Middle East 
Paul W.T. Kingston “The ‘Ambassador for the Arabs’: The Locke Mission and the  

Unmaking of U.S. Development Diplomacy in the Near East, 1952-1953”  
Kevin Martin, “Presenting the True Face of Syria to the World: Urban Disorder and  

Civilizational Anxieties at the First Damascus International Exposition”  

Nov.  22  Draf t/ l i t e ra ture  r ev i ew for  r e s ear ch  paper  due  a t  NOON on Moodle 
(Mon.)    

Nov. 24  No class – Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
CASE STUDY 4: GLOBALIZATION AND ISLAMISM 

Dec. 1  McAlister, Ch 3, “King Tut, Commodity Nationalism, and the Politics of Oil, 1973- 
1979”; Ch. 4, “The Good Fight: Israel after Vietnam, 1972-1980”; Ch. 5:  
“Iran, Islam, and the Terrorist Threat, 1979-1989” 

Dec. 8  Guest  l e c turer :  Sayres  S .  Rudy  
Syriana, 2006, Dir. Stephen Gaghan [Screening time TBD] 
Sayres S. Rudy, “Pros and Cons: Americanism against Islamism in the War on  

Terror” 
McAlister, Ch. 6, “Military Multiculturalism in the Gulf War and After, 1990-1999” 

and Conclusion   

Dec.  13 Por t fo l io s  ( in c lud ing  f ina l  v er s ion o f  r e s ear ch  e s say )  due  by  NOON in  
(Mon.)   box outs ide  o f f i c e s  o f  Pro f s .  Hardes ty  and Dahi .  Se l f - eva luat ions  due  on  

The Hub.   


